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Dear Applicant and Family,
Recently a representative of the Joshua Foundation, a charity that provides holidays and experiences for children with terminal cancer, visited your child’s school to tell them about our overseas expedition that we run called “The Oz Experience”. These projects allow young people the opportunity to travel to Australia and at the same time raise funds for the work of our charity.  Each summer break since 2002, a group of youngsters from across the UK have travelled together to Australia to undertake conservation work with Conservation Volunteers Australia, as well as experiencing the famous Sydney Harbour Bridge Climb, Oz Jet ride, Sydney Tower and much much more. Trips have run every summer since 2002 with over 1300 youngsters having now made the trip. 
At this stage we are putting teams together and your child has expressed an interest in being part of this life changing experience. The schools are supporting this project and I hope you will recognise the wonderful opportunity this offers your child. Your child has already been given an information booklet, but we enclose one for your information. The enclosed application form needs to be completed and returned to the address above.  This includes a parental consent section. There is no maximum or minimum number from each school- we have 1 pupil from many schools and up to 15 from others.  Each participant in this project must raise a minimum of £3000 to take part in the Oz Experience 2013. This is a lot of money but we now have vast experience of helping the young people involved in this project achieve their target and a team of regional school co-ordinators work side by side with the team members to get them to their goal.  If your son/daughter is successful in gaining a place, a registration fee of £85 will then be payable to secure a place and to meet flight and other deposits.  A further contribution of £85 will be payable in February 2013.  These amounts are non-refundable.  Closer to the trip there is approximately £260 in other costs that must be borne by the individual, i.e. insurance, visa payments etc.

Once a team from each school is finalised, the regional school co-ordinator will make monthly visits to the school and once regional team building is complete, a full information evening will be held at a local venue. This will give you the opportunity to meet the whole regional team, other families involved and past team members as well as personnel from the Joshua Foundation. 

We look forward to hearing from you and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact the Oz Team on 02920 667271.
Yours Sincerely
The Joshua Foundation
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APPLICATION FORM FOR THE OZ EXPERIENCE EXPEDITION 2013.
Name: ________________________________________
School: ________________________________________
Home address: __________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________Postcode_____________________________

Telephone No:________________Mobile No:__________________________________
Date of Birth: ________________ Year at School:_______________

Email Address: __________________________________________________________
1. Please list qualifications held, including vocational ones: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What qualifications are you currently studying for? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What extra curricular activities do you undertake? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Please list any positions of responsibility held in or out of school: __________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
5. Tell us about any personal achievements you are proud of: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Tell us of any fundraising experience you have: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Are there any health issues that we need to be aware of? ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Are you a vegetarian or have special dietary requirements? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
I understand that if successful in obtaining a place on the 2013 trip that I will represent my school and will commit myself to raise a minimum of £3000 for the Oz Experience.

Name:__________________________________________
Signed:_________________________________________
PARENTAL CONSENT FORM

This is to be completed by a parent/guardian.
Child’s name:_____________________________________

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Postcode:________________
Telephone Number:_______________________________________

School:_________________________________________________

I/We understand that our son/daughter________________________________, who is a pupil at_________________________________school, is registering to be considered for the 2013 trip to Australia and if successful undertakes to raise at least £3000 in sponsorship. In addition we agree to pay the additional costs such as deposits, insurance, visa’s etc.

Signed:________________________________

Name:___________________________    Date:__________________________

